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Getting Around in French (A1-23) Les transports
Key phrases
French Pronunciation English
le métro luh may-TRO the metro
le bus luh BUESS the bus
I'arrét de bus lah-REH duh BUESS the bus stop
la station lah stah-SYON the metro / tram stop
la gare lah GAR the train station
un ticket uhn tee-KEH a ticket (metro, bus, tram)
un billet uhn bee-YEH a ticket (train, plane)
la correspondance ko-res-pon-DAHNSS the connection, the transfer
Quelle ligne pour allera ... ? kel LEE-nyuh poor a-LAY Which line goes to ... ?
C'est quelle direction ? say kel dee-rek-SYON Which direction is it?
Je dois changer ou ? zhuh dwah shahn-ZHAY oo Where do | change?
C'est direct ? say dee-REKT Is it direct?
Le prochain arrét, c'est bien ... ? luh pro-shen a-REH Is the next stop ... ?
Ca passe tous les combien ? sa pass too lay kom-BYEN How often does it run?
Vous descendez ? voo day-sahn-DAY Are you getting off?
Je peux payer par carte ? zhuh puh pay-YAY par KART Can | pay by card?

Example conversation - at the ticket window

Tom : Bonjour ! Quelle ligne pour aller au musée d'Orsay ?
Employée : Bonjour ! La ligne 12, direction Mairie d'lssy.

Tom : Et je dois changer ol ?

Employée : A Concorde, il y a une correspondance. Puis le RER C.
Tom : D'accord. Ca passe tous les combien ?

Employée : Toutes les cing minutes environ. Bonne visite !

Quick tips
* Always open with bonjour. A question with no greeting reads as an order, not efficiency.
® Metro directions are named after the last station on the line - read the terminus, not a compass point.

* Follow the correspondance signs to transfer. Sortie means exit, and taking one costs you a second
fare.

® Use en for vehicles you sit inside (en bus, en métro, en voiture) and a for a pied and a vélo.

Practise it out loud. Read every line above until Je dois changer ou ? comes out as one word. Then drill
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