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Talking About Your Family in French (A1-15)

Study sheet: core vocabulary, mon/ma/mes, and real sentences

Key phrases

la famille lah fah-MEE the family

les parents lay pah-RAHN the parents

la mére lah MEHR the mother

le pére luh PEHR the father

la sceur lah SUHR the sister

le frére luh FREHR the brother

le fils luh FEESS the son

lafille lah FEE the daughter

les grands-parents lay grahn-pah-RAHN the grandparents

mon / ma/ mes mohn / mah / may my (m / f/ plural)

J'ai un frére et une sceur. zhay uhn FREHR ay ewn SUHR | have a brother and a sister.
Je suis fille unique. zhuh swee FEE ew-NEEK I'm an only child. (f)

Mon fils a huit ans. mohn FEESS ah weet AHN My son is eight years old.
Je vous présente mon mari. zhuh voo pray-ZAHNT mohn mah-REE This is my husband. (formal)
Ma famille est petite. mah fah-MEE ay puh-TEET My family is small.

Example conversation

A: Tu as des fréres et sceurs ? (Do you have brothers and sisters?)

B: Oui, j'ai une grande sceur. Elle s'appelle Emma et elle a trente ans. Et toi ? (Yes, | have an older sister. Her name is
Emma and she's thirty. And you?)

A: Moi, je suis fils unique. Mais j'ai beaucoup de cousins ! (Me, I'm an only child. But | have lots of cousins!)

B: Ta famille habite ici ? (Does your family live here?)

A: Mes parents habitent a Bordeaux. On se voit le dimanche. (My parents live in Bordeaux. We see each other on
Sundays.)

Quick tips

1. "My" agrees with the noun, not with you: mon pére, ma meére, mes parents - and mon before a feminine noun
starting with a vowel (mon amie).

2. Age uses avaoir, never étre: Il a dix ans (literally "he has ten years").

3. Le fils is "feess" - one of the rare French words where you pronounce the final s.

4. Beau-/belle- words mean BOTH step-family and in-laws: la belle-mére is stepmother or mother-in-law, context
decides.
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